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PREFACE 

This book M iratul H ukama (The M irror of Philosophers) lays claim to 
no other originality than this that it presents to the U rdoo knowi ng 
class of people an amplefield of Metaphysical research hitherto 
untrod by any vernacular writer. I n fact I make no pretence of gi vi ng 
to my countrymen a new discovery in the region of metaphysics in 
general or in the province of Mental Science. Certainly I have not 
treated this book of, a new theory of the intellectual operations which 
the learned and enterprising Arabs did not know or which the deep 
penetration and the great genius of modern thi nkers have not 
advanced. But a claim to attention, if this work possesses any, is 
grounded on the fact that I have systematically and scientifically 
cemented together the metaphysical views hitherto promulgated by 
some of the distingui shed speculative authors of Europe and of Asia. 
Since in this book M ental Science has been treated of in Urdoo, for 
those who understand the language and have not had occasion to 
study Arabic and English, I think this my humble production can 
serve as an introduction to such mighty authors as A RISTOLTE, DES 
CARTES, JOHN LOCKE, BISHOP BERKLEY, DAVID HUME, Dr. 
REID, SIRWILLIAM HAMILTON, AVICENNA, ALGAZALI, 
ALHAZEN, SADROODEENof SHIRAZ, MULLAJELAL, NUFEES 
as wel I as other d isti ngu ished Scientif i c writer's of both the conti nents. 
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TH E difficulty I had to encounter in treating of the learned subject of 
metaphysics in my mother tongue consisted in the in- suitability of the 
language for scientific purposes. I was therefore obliged to borrow 
appropriate terms from Arabic writers not liking at all to coin words 
pleasing my own fancy. Those who understand the classical language 
of the Saracens cannot hel p admiring its copiousness since it affords a 
suitable expression for every different modification of thought. Then 
by so doi ng I have not only saved myself from the cri me of puzzl ing 
my readers with odd expressions of my own creation, but also kept up 
a profound regard for a language highly esteemed by our forefathers 
and still deeply venerated by the living generation. Moreover, if I were 
to introduce words of my own coinage, I would be under the necessity 
of annexing to this work a big vocabulary of my queer inventions, as 
my vocal creatures I am sure would not lack of 5000 in number. Those 
who are acquainted with the nature of theUrdoo language must 
acknowledge the fact of its being composed of a mixture of too many 
Arabic and Persian words. I can quote instances even of Sanscrit and 
English words being picked up by both the metrical and the prose 
writers of Lucknow and Delhi, but I daresay no one can point me out 
any standard author arbitrarily coining words at the dictate of his 
fancy. Surely then my introduction of Arabic Scientific terms in Urdoo 
cannot be reasonably questioned by one who is an impartial and 
competent judge of theUrdoo language. 
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To convey a general idea of this book, I deem it expedient to draw out 
a short sketch of its contents. Some pages i n the begi nning have been 
devoted to preliminary discourses on the importance of the subject, 
the culture of the human mind, the mode of conducting scientific 
enquiries, the impediments to our knowledge of the mind, the nature 
of a certain and of an uncertain science, the causes which operate to 
render a science certain or uncertain and so forth. 



Entering on the subject of the H uman mind, I have commenced with 
the Psychological theories of some of the celebrated phi losophers of 
Greece. Also by the way of comparison the Arab and the H indoo 
doctrines of the soul have been introduced. This portion of my work 
treats of Realism, Dualism, the Transmigration of the soul, the theories 
of Form and M atter as wel I as other questions related to Psychology. I 
have next taken up the Philosophy cultivated by the M ohammedans 
under the patronage of the A bysside Caliphs at Baghdad. This portion 
of my work will show the indefatigable exertions of the Saracens 
towards the cultivation and amelioration of sciences in general. As to 
the philosophy taught in theArabian Schools during the 9th and 10th 
centuries, I have pointed out that it was no other than the philosophy 
of A Rl STOTLE. Also it will appear from my subsequent writings that 
the Arabs had their schoolmen and that scholasticism still prevai Is 



www.muftbooks.blogspot.com 



throughout the Mohammedan countries in Asia. I can with the 
greatest preci si on aff i rm that thi nkers of the East unl i ke thei r brothers 
of the West are still thorough peripatetics. To give an idea of the 
unvaried classification of the mental powers as recognized by the 
speculative writers of the East, I have by way pf specimen fixed upon 
that of A vicenna, the most learned of the Arab philosophers. The 
Saracens seem to cherish the notion of having derived their 
know I edge of the said classification from the Greek philosophers; but 
whatsoever their sources of knowledge be, it is unquestionably true 
that they have blindly adhered to a classification in its very nature 
defective and confused. Next to Avicenna I introduce to my Readers, 
thecelebrated IMAM ALGAZALI. Theskeptical views of this original 
thinker, whom S. W. H AM I LTON commands as a philosopher truly 
deserving the title of IMAM, have been clearly laid down in a separate 
chapter. I should think the I mam's skepticism as much deserving 
attention as that of DAVID HUME. It appears front the writings of 
A LGAZA LI that he is essenti al ly the skeptic of the A rabian 
Philosophy though his lifedid not close in doubt. For on conviction of 
the powerlessness of Reason he fled to faith and renounced 
philosophy for the mysticism and ecstasies of thesufis. 



Having done with the A rabian Philosophy, I have summarily 
described the period in which the Schoolmen flourished. In this 
portion of my work, I have taken care to explain that the Schoolmen 
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were no other than the Philosophers and divines of the middle ages 
who had adopted the system of ARISTOTLE, and whose works bear a 
close resemblance to those of Arabian authors treating of religion and 
Philosophy on the A ristotolean principles. I have then proceeded to 
show how Scholasticism received a fatal blow after it had reigned for 
1000 years i n the Schools of Europe. Asa matter of course, Lord 
BACON and DESCARTES next make their appearance at the stage of 
a new drama of Philosophy. 



TH E subsequent portion of my work expounds the Cartesian system, 
explains the conflicting views of the modern Philosophers relating to 
the puzzling question of Intuitive knowledge, handles with the subtle 
doctrines of Realm Conceptual ism and Nominalism, discusses the 
idealistic and the skeptical views of BERKELEY and HUME, points 
out the self contradictory arguments of Dr. REID, presents a detailed 
classification of the functions of the H uman mind, treats of the 
external senses i n separate chapters and lastly dwells on the Law of 
Causation and the Principle of Induction. 



IT wi 1 1 appear from the above statements that this work besides 
treati ng of the grand subject of the H uman M i nd bears also an 
historical aspect. Had any work existed in Urdoo containing a 
systematic description of the stages through which Philosophy has 
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passed, I would not have taken the trouble of entering into H istorical 
facts connected with the present subject. For similar reason I have 
directed my attention to physiological truths describing the nervous 
system, the ci rcul ati on of bl ood, the construed on of the organs of 
sense and so forth. I n some places the mistakes of the A rab 
Physiologists have been exposed and the corrections specially of those 
committed by Avicenna and his followers in connection with the 
membranes and humours of the eye are chiefly deserving attention. 
Besides Physiolology, I have purposely devoted some pages to Optics, 
Astronomy, Acoustics &c. simply with a view to enhance the scientific 
know ledge of my Urdoo Readers. In the end a Biography has been 
annexed to convey historical information about Philosophers in a 
pleasing manner. 



I N the portion of the work which treats of the classification of the 
Mental powers, I have fixed upon that of S. W. HAMILTON in 
preference to those of other thi nkers taki ng care to mention 
beforehand the stereotyped classification of the East. Most likely this 
deviation I ike other deviations from the established course of the 
oriental speculative writres will producean unpleasant sensation in 
the minds of the present Moulvies, who will, I am sure, consider me 
and the original thi nkers a set of down right heretics in the world of 
Philosophy. In the existing state of metaphysics cultivated by the 
Mahommedans of India, there will be a strong presumption against 
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me, si nee this book is an attempt to effect a revolution in the 
Philosophical views long entertained by FARABI,AVICENNA and 
thei r fol lowers formi ng the grand reti nue of the far-famed Stagyrite. 
But in case my learned friends, I mean theMoulvies, will shake off 
their prejudices on an attentive perusal of this my humble production 
I sanguinely hope they will at last do justice to the deep enquiries 
made into the human mind by the modern thinkers of the West. To tell 
the truth there is noArabian work treating of M ental Science. By this 
bold assertion I do not mean to say that the Arabs have not furthered 
the cause of Metaphysics. I can with the greatest precision point out 
more than a dozen metaphysical works which are commonly studied 
by the M ahommedan Scholars of India, but I daresay no one can 
name me a si ngle copy treati ng of M ental Science. N o ori ental 
speculative writer has diligently and properly attended to the 
functions of the mi nd, i n consequence of which we regret to fi nd 
M ental Science in a backward state throughout the M ohammedan 
countries in Asia. I am sure no Arabic Scholar can properly draw a 
I i ne of demarkati on between the provi nee of M etaphysi cs i n general 
and that of Mental Science. I therefore flatter myself that a proper 
attention to my M iraatool H ukama will do good to those Arabic 
Scholars who are prone to the study of Aristotolean metaphysics. 



I may add that in the execution of my task, I have from its very 
commencement eagerly wished to confer some benefit on my 
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countrymen most of whom are equal ly strangers to Engl ish and 
Arabic. I think this an attempt on my part to make my countrymen 
asp ire for the I earning and the Sciences of the West, to invite my co- 
religionists to taste the honey of theEuropean Sciences, and lastly to 
convince the prejudiced sect of the old -type mou I vies, that Europe at 
present occupies the highest position throughout the world in point of 
know I edge attainable by man. If I err not, the Mou I vies are the 
greatest impediment to the furtherance of my views - so that if these 
my learned friends be gained over to my side, I can justly hope that 
the future generations may turn out a more reasonable class of men 
than what their fathers are now. I would not be hyperbolical if I wore 
to assert that our M oul vy Sahi bs do real ly consider it a si n to ascri be 
any thing recommendatory to Europe. This view as far as I know has 
no religious basis to stand upon, but simply rests on their groundless 
bel ief of the i magi nary excel lence of the ol d sci entific i nvesti gations. 



H aving briefly stated the nature and object of this my humble 
performance, I think it my duty to convey my sincere thanks to J . M . 
Lewes Esqui re who has been pleased to take an interest i n the 
execution of my task. Under his wise directions, I have in some 
portions of this work clearly shown the advantages resulting from the 
cultivation of European Science. I have in his own words proved to 
my countrymen " how necessary it is for them to go forward with the 
age instead of allowing themselves to be out-stepped and left behind 
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by the sciences of the West." I have also explained to them that had the 
Europeans disdained outside aid when they were so far behind Arabia 
in Science and learning they would nothavebeen i n the advanced 
position they occupy now. 
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Tim TiuuK M!n*i.>.n lUkam* I'liu Ifii^r ■ ■]* PluL.yj- 
jihera j layi daim t ■ ji n i utlier un^ utility t ttan lii* tint it, 
^tosoutsi t<> tin Lrlo^ knowing \ainot "j>*<>}>[<» an amplo fieH 
of MoTaph}^ ri al^ lvsrfti^li h itlit'i ro imrruil bv arty vernacular 
wnt*r« (n 1'nvi I mako no pr+tt^iiv-o uf ^'ivin^ f <; my country- 
man a now 'lin'-ivpry in til** iv^ion . f f inumpij; si- i in ^einjrat 
in in tin* jjj'itvitii'-* of M-:r.il ^jwimo. CViulm', linva h<jl 
treatG.l in :lna n ) ^ of, ;i 1:3^ T'^'.-ry -jf la j inL*ii"i tiul "j ora- 
tions wiiivii ih>» Iohi'jio I an i im'^r^r'.wit^ Arabs n f i not Liiu'.y 
or which tliO »i'*o;> p^'i^Tau >;i rxu I tii > ^roa: ^n^ii of milium 
thinkers haw n / ;i h'an.T [. Utit a r[a;:n : > rntimtiM:)/ if J hi* 
work jnnjseio* nn\ , U ^ r t n: 1 .0 i on th* ni.'t that I i,avo srv^inj- 
tii\il[ir an 1 HELMUT iiii:. l. K r tvino:ito<] toi^thar tho m''t:[jihv*ii;al 
\ r\v* Inrli ■ r- E ■ j pp^n t'^'U^ 1 Jjy *ir = nO ut" Liu 1 tiiatiii^iiiiht'J 
inoculative an-lwr* Uj:h ■ l" L-nnoa an 1 gf A*ia. Sinro in thi* 
ijm'ii il"utiil S-ivncu has L-n t rr-a: . ■. 1 -f :n L\ i ■ s f---r tho*j 
nvJiu im<l«5i*i:ni'l t 2 1 ■_? jan^iui^ij an 1 h;n>] n n Lul in l's^loii to 
iluJv Arabia ami Ku^iali, I think i'v.a my ] L :,ii'jIo j-v - in- t^n 
ran bhi'Vpih an intnj Iti^tiijn t<> a 1 1 -, ■ U nn^'iiy art: it- ■ w as Aiii*ii"Li.i:, 

ReU», ^11" WiUJAM IIaUiLl-jX, Avi'KVNA, AuiAZAln\ AMIA/LXh 

SruKo^nKEN tiiSjuiiv/, UruA Jj^au Xite^s as well a a 
oihur tii^tinijinsli^t S.-imitifw wrii'jn ni botii tht» ivnuiji'Ws, 

Thf; *li!li'ju!ty I lia-i ti> cnoomitor in treating of tho l( i amuJ 
4ii!;)oct i>l' Mi'ta physics in my mother ton^no con^istcil in die in- 
ftiiitahiliiy **f \h\* lun^in^ *or scientific purposos, I was Un;rc- 
fuiv oldr^l i.^ horrow appvoprijito tenna from Arabic writers tint 
likiii|i ul fill tu (*<nii wonl^ |)li*:nit\i; my own fancy. Thost3 who 
1 in- 1 1 nun I tlio i:Ia^MC[tl iaii^ua^ ui th^ Sarnoens cannot help 
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admiring ita eopIomnflM since it afford* a soluble expression for 
every different modification of thought. Thou by so doin^ I 
have not only saved myself from the crime of puzzling my 
readers with odd expressions of my own creation, but also kept 
jp a profound regard for. a language highly esteemed by our 
foi'^nthcra and still deeply vencra^ 1 by the living generation. 
M *v*r if I were to introduce words of mv own coinage* I 
would bo uihlei the necc^ity of avme^mg to this work a big 
loenhiilary of my «i icor inventions a 1 * my vocal creature* I am 
mil l 6 would not lack of 5ijOO iu number. Those who are ne- 
q^nhit^il with the nature of iho Urdoo language, must ack- 
nowledge tho faot of its being composed of a mixture of too 
many Arab ■* and Persian words, I can quote iantauees oven of 
Sanscrit and English word^ being picked up by both the metrical 
and the proso writers of Luckuow and Delhi, but I dare *ay no 
one can point mo out any standard author aibitrnrilv coining 
words at the dictate of Lis faocy. Surely then my introduc- 
tion of Arabia Scientific terms in Urdoo cannot be reasonably 
questioned by quo who ia an impartial and competent judge of 
t\o Urdoo Language, 

To convey a general idea of thii b<jok. I d^fjm it pipndient 
to dnw out a short sketch of its contents. Some pages in tlia 
beginning have been devoted to preliminary discourses on the Un- 
P^runce of the subject, tiio on!. urn of tho human mind, tlit 
mole of conducting scientific enquiries, the impediments to our 
knowledge of tho mind, the nature of a certain and of an uncer- 
tain science, tho causes which upPLaLti to render a science certain 
or uncertain and bo forth* 

Entering on tho subject of the ITunniii mind. I bare 
commenced with the Psychological theories of some of tho 
celebrated philosophers of Gnoeco, Alao by the way of com- 
parison tho Arab and tho Hindoo doctrines of the soul 
have been introduced. This portion of my work treats of ideal- 
ism, Dualism, the Transmigration of tho soul, tho theories 
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of bVji mi 1 MitLoi" w widl ai itihtiv /portions related to Fsyehu- 
lo*y. 1 have uuxL lak-m up the Phihjaohpy cultivated by the ilo- 
hamjdau* under th*» paIiona<;a of tho Abysiide Caliphs at Bag- 
dad. Thii joribm of rii r / w<jrk *vh! *how the irid^fnliirii.'iblo 
exertions uf t] j ■*■ Siraeotn toward* tho cuUivatLuu atiii ameliora- 
tion of sciences in ^ii^rnl, As In l!io philosophy taught in the 
Arabian St'hooh duriti^ the Dth aud l'Jth c^tit urio-s, I have 
pointed out that it wa<trio other than ihi» phih^'dipy of AftiSTOTLTC. 
Also it will appear from my *til>^ j.i^nt ivritin^a that the 
Araln had their ^hioliu^ii and tli;it s< h ]i'>la sr lj'i ^:ji h t j 1 1 prevail* 
through out i ho Hihom' 1 )in <■ jfinirojs iri Aair*. I can with 
tin ijniit t H |)tv '^lip t i ili ' n tij it tin ihitiW* of tho Ent unlike 
their broth^M of ih-3 W^ir ir ■ snil th >i" ii^h p^npiU't.'^. To 
give an lib 1 a of thi* in^ari- 1 ! f ! nrli :iti<»fi of rhn niqui.i1 pewei t 
aa reco^uirod by ths *>;> i m! i'ivo t, mis nf tho Ea^t, T ha -re by 
w,tv of *,p** iinvi fit ■ ! ii i ri *\v if A^'ll "i si tlio m )*t I- 1 inn 1 1 
of tho Ar tb phi I *i >:>ha; - i. T i j ^ l i^hi"'!! h' , :it i : , ii , i the n > 
lion ofluvii^ I M'iv^ I (h^L- k i > vl- 1 1,^ * iif tin ^ii'i rhiwfi Irion 
fjt>m tho fii-ck philosophers ; hut whifsooivr i|je:r vmnv <if 
knowlpd^o ho, u li nii |'i "iif'jii i ! iU ti'ivi thu they have Mindly 
adhorr 1 to ,i <:ljLT;itJoati.>u in u_i very tia*ui>* dHeofclve <in 1 cjn- 
fmeh N ■u to Avii" i ma 1 ]-rr> i i ■ * a uw K m len, th * »v- 
tahratel IllvM Ai.'f ^i\LS. Tnav:r-K'al vio*v* ot thn o.'^iiu! 
thinker, whom S. W. Iliun r jn* e iimno-id^ ,ti i piuto^ iphtv r: u- 
\y deiGNitig th* tiUe of IuvM, lm« bsj'i eioarSy b L d -1iiw;i 

in aaefurate chapter, I $\\qu\ i think the Imam's sccptutsm 
:\$ much deserving aticnlioti as that of I\lvii> HriiE, Tr niipcar* 
ffottt tho ifriiin^i <if Alo\zili t\u\t Iio i^ en>>ejiuallv Hie sceptio 
oftfio Ara'n.m L'^lIos »j/iv tlnj^ii hu E E fj dvl uot close i ei 
Jmibt. For on his convi^EiOTt o\ the powt*ricssiieas of Reason 
holl^lto faith an 1 rcnoim^l plulo^jphy fur tbtf mysticism 
and ecstasies of tho iurict. 

Having done s v c t ] i tlm At\tb;an Phi[nsypliv ( I have sumraHnlT 
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described the perioo in which the Schoolmen flourished, Ju 
this port ion of my wo rk , I have taken care to explain that the 
Schoolmen were no other than tho Philosophers and divines 
of the middle agos *'ho had adopted the system of Akistotle, 
and whose works bear a close re^omblauoe to those of Arabian 
authors treating of religion and Philosophy on the Aristotolean 
principles 1 have then proceeded to .shew how tbo Schol- 
asticism received a fatal blow at Lor it hud reigned for 000 vears 
in the Schools of Ihirojic. As a matter of course. Lord Bacon 
and Des Cartes ne.\t make their appearance at the <*ta<re of a new • 

drama of Philosophy. 

The subsequent porHon of my work expounds 1 lie Cartesian 
s/stenij explains the conflicting views of the modern Philoso- 
phers relating to tho pnzJing question of Intuitive knowledge, 
handles with the subtle doctrines of lteal'sm Coneeptualism and 
Nominalism, dij-ctissos the idoullstic and the sceptical wows of 
Berkeley and IIc3UE ? points out the self contradictory arguments 
of Dr. EEir f presents a detailed elas&Inontiuii of iho fuimiions of 
the Human mind, treats of the extenml senses in separate chap- 
ters and lastly dwells on tho Law of Causation and the Principle 
of Induction. 
It will appear JYom the above statements that this work boaidei 
treating of the grand subject of the Human Mind bears alio 
an historical aspect- Had any work cxl.stcd in Urdu containing 
a systematic description of the stages through which Philosophy 
lias passed, I would not have taken the trouble of entering into 
Historical facts connected with the present subject. Foil similar 
reason 1 have directed my attention to physiological truths des- 
cribing tho nervous system, the circulation of blood, the construc- 
tion of the organ* of sense and so forth. In somo places Urn mis- 
takes of the Arab Physiologist 4 have Wen exposed and the n>r tor- 
tious specially of iho'-e fjomniittp' 1 1 v A \ j j j +- iiFirt and hi* foiluwm 
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hi connection with tlio membrane* and humour* pf the eye are 
thiofly dosorvin^ attention. Besides rhyniolology, I b*vc pur- 
posely devoted some j^es In O^th h, Astronomy, Accoatics Ac. aim 
lily with a Tiew to onlnmoc ilio ^c;ir:iti Ti^ knowledge of my Urdoo 
Headers. In the end a Biography has been annexed to convey 
historical informations about I'hilusophenj i ex a pleasing manner. 

In the portion of the work whiuh trusts of tho classification 
. i»f the Mental powrr*, I hare fi*ed upon that of S- W\ Hamilton 
in preference to tho*o of other thi^buis taking care to mention be- 
fi>r*band tlio stL'rooiypnt chiMificatiun of the East. Most like- 
ly this deviation J iko uthu* d«via"" jJm from the established course 
of tho oriental speculative writ* rs w j'I produce an unpleasant sen- 
sation in (do minds of tlio prosom 11uuKj<;j, who will, Iain 
sure, consider me and the original thinkers a t-v of down right 
heretics in tho world of I J hiloioplry P In the ei'^iin^ state of 
uietaphysi * i s cultivated by ihc llahomrtan* of India, there will 
be a strong prefiuniprion against me, vn^e this hrmk i* an at- 
tempt to effect a lurokthtjn in tlw Philosophical vh-n-s long en- 
tertained by Fa^aiuc, \vu e\>a oinl thuir follower* fcrmin^ tho 
grand retinue of the far-funed Stacryrito. Biti in ease my learn- 
ed friends, I in^aii tho Moulvh??, uitl <*hak* ofY their pnjudics 
oh nn attentive perusal of this my humble pn du^ihm J san^u- 
incly hope they will at lait do justice to the di < p en^uiricd mado 
into tho human mind by tho modern thinkers vi tin* IVtpl To 
veil the truth there is no Arabian work treating of Menial ^eieiioe. 
By this bold abortion I do not mean to f*ay that the Arab* have 
not furthered tlio cause of Metaphysics* I can with the greatest 
precision point out mure than a dozen metaphyseal works whieh 
are commonly studied by the Mahomrdim Scholars of India, but 
I flare sav no one can name inr a single cory treating of Menial 



www.muftbooks.blogspot.com 

Science. Xo oriental ipeeulative writer lias diligently and pro- 
perly attended to the function of the mind, in consequence of 
irluVh wc regret to fiol Mental Seionoc in a backward state 
tlLoughrmt the Mahommedan countries in Asia. I am sure no 
Arabic Scholar can properly draw a line of demarkation between 
the province of metaphysics in general and that of Menta 
Science. I therefore flatter myself that a proper attention to my 
Miraatool Iluhama will do good to those Arabic Scholars who 
are prone to the atndy of Aristotolean metaphysics, 

I may add that in the execution of my tsak, I have fromnta 
very eomm^uecmant eagerly wished to confer some benefit on 
my countrymen itn^ of whom are equally strangers to English 
and Arabic. I think \h\° U an attempt on my part to make my 
countrymen aapiro for the learning and the Sciencaa of tho 
West, to invite my co-religionists to taste the honey of tho 
European Sciences, and lastly to convince the prejudiced sect Of 
tho old-typed mnnlvifts, that Europe at present oeeupie<4 tho high- 
eat position throughout the world in point of knowledge attainable 
by man. If I err not the MouMes are the greatest impediment 
to the furiheranco of my views— so that if these my learned 
friends bo gained over to my side, I can justly hope that tho 
future generation, ma >' tum 0llt a ^0'"a reasonable class of men 
than what tl^ir fathers are now. T would not be hyperbolical 
if I wore to assert that our Moulvy Sahibs do really consider it 
a sin to asccibo any thing recom mandatory to Europe, This 
view as far as I know has no religious basis (o stand upon, 
but simply rests on their groundless belief of the imaginary ex- 
cellence of the old scientific investigations. 

Having briefly state! dim nature and object of this my hum- 
ble performance, I think it my duty to convey my sincere thanks 
to J, M. Lewes K-rjuire who has been pleaded to take an interest 
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iji tli* execution of my task, t'luier hm « iae directum, I ha*a 
in seme portion* of this work ulcarly shewn thy advantages r«- 
sailing from the cultivation of Kurujican Science. 1 have in 
hia own words proved to my oonntry-mcii ,( how necessary il i< 
for them to go forward with the ago instead of allowing them- 
selves to ho out-stepped and Mi behind hj the science.-* of the 
West." I have also explained to them that had the European* 
di*-dainod outside aid Trheri thoy trero so far kdund Arabia m 
Science and Miming U^y vroiiL>i not have been in tht advanwi 
position they occupy novr. 



